Parson to Person
RomANS 11 PART 8

“I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For | also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham,
of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the
Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, ‘LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn
down Your altars, and | alone am left, and they seek my life’? But what does the divine response say to him? ‘I have
reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” Even so then, at this present time
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace
is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.

What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.
Just as it is written: ‘God has given them a spirit of stupor eyes that they should not see and ears that they should
not hear, to this very day.” And David says: ‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a
recompense to them. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down their back always.’

I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them
to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the
Gentiles, how much more their fullness!

For | speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as | am an apostle to the Gentiles, | magnify my ministry, if by any
means | may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. For if their being cast away is the
reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is
also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a
wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive
tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the
root supports you.

You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off that | might be grafted in.” Well said. Because of unbelief they
were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches,
He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity, but
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. And they also, if they do
not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive
tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will
these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all
Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from
Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when | take away their sins.” Concerning the gospel they are enemies for
your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling of
God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their
disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may
obtain mercy. For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?’ ‘Or
who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?’ For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to
whom be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:1-36 NKJV).

The tragedies associated with teaching and/or believing false doctrine is manifold. Countless lives have
been damaged, and for some, there has been devastating, disappointing, and horrifying eternal consequences.
Believing a lie and/or being deceived leaves the one cheated feeling foolish, embarrassed, and (at times) hopeless.
However, discovery and recovery should be a great cause for rejoicing.

The truth is, many Christians have been taught or believed something that needed correction. Few believers
have been blessed by engagement and participation with good, solid Bible-teaching churches—moreover, a solid
Bible-teaching pastor. Sadly, many pastors not only fail to teach doctrine but avoid it intentionally. This has led to
illiterate believers who are easily led to believe error whenever it presents itself or when said error is presented to



them. A prime example of this is the recent and popular notion that “everyone eventually goes to heaven” and that
“the past 2000 years of Christian teaching has failed to help people see this.” The Shack, written by William Paul
Young (now also a feature film), has been a big part of promoting this lie. Assisting with this egregious doctrine is
the written and spoken works of men like Rob Bell, Brian McLaren, and countless others.

Although universalism was not an error | have had to recover from, | am personally a past “victim” of other
false teaching—teaching that has taken years to straighten out. | know this is also true for some of you reading this
piece today. Therefore, as we learn and discover the truth, let us not be ashamed or angry—let us rejoice.

Our text above (as we have been digging into it) has proven to be a jump-off point for one error in particular:
The false teaching that suggests a believer can be genuinely born again and nonetheless cast into Hell—by the very
God who saved them. The teaching suggests that this can occur by lack of good works, a smattering of “bad”
works/disobedience, or even a departure from the faith. However, the genuine believer will not abandon the faith—
for it is God who has made Himself known to the person and He Himself will preserve the genuine believer unto the
end. However, the professing believer does not have the same guarantee. A profession of faith in the facts is not
equivalent to the genuine faith and trust in Jesus needed for salvation. Moreover, good works will not save—nor
keep one saved—and “bad” works cannot cost the genuine believer their salvation. (I always get called out on this
last statement by those who say | am encouraging disobedience and licentiousness—which | am not, have not, and
will not!)

As we have been learning, the genuine believer has been regenerated by the person of the Holy Spirit,
sealed unto the day of climactic redemption, and can with assurance know that he or she is saved by grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone, for the glory of God alone as described in the Scriptures alone.

May the Lord teach us the truth as we continue to study His word, enjoy a growing relationship with Him,
and allow us to gather together for consistent encouragement. We need to know the truth—and share it with
others.

| love you all,

Pastor Paul



